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Topic Discussion Outcome/To Do

Call to Order The meeting was called to order by President Cheryl Nagel-Smiley at 
6:00 pm. President Nagel-Smiley announced that the meeting was held 
in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act and as such, proper 
notice of the meeting was published in the official newspapers, The 
Courier-News and The Home News Tribune, and South Plainfield 
TapInto.

Roll Call Trustees Present: Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, President; Mayor Matthew 
Anesh; Robert Goman, School Rep; Robert A. Bengivenga (Bob); Janine 
Kupcho; Stephanie Wolak; Excused Absent: Melissa Katsingris, Vice 
President/Secretary; Annemarie Stoeckel, Treasurer; Carol Christatos

Of Note Cheryl noted that Carol’s birthday is June 15th and told everyone to wish 
her a happy birthday if they see her

Approval of Minutes Cheryl called for a motion. Janine motioned to accept the minutes from 
the previous meeting. Bob seconded the motion. There was no 
discussion. 

Motion carried 
unanimously with 
Stephanie and 
Robert abstaining.

Payment of Vouchers Cheryl reviewed the vouchers (checks #16837 - #16887 totaling 
$54,331.65) and called for a motion. Bob motioned to accept the 
voucher payments. Janine seconded the motion. There was no 
discussion.

Motion carried 
unanimously.

Expense Report 
Review

Cheryl called for a motion. Janine motioned to accept the report. Matt 
seconded the motion. There was no discussion.

Motion carried 
unanimously.

Cash Receipts 
Report Review

Cheryl called for a motion. Janine motioned to accept the report. Matt 
seconded the motion. There was no discussion.

Motion carried 
unanimously.

Statistical Report 
Review

Cheryl called for a motion. Bob motioned to accept the report. Janine 
seconded the motion. There was no discussion.

Motion carried 
unanimously.

Director’s Report Linda reviewed her report. There was no discussion. The report was 
accepted.

Finance and Budget/
Treasurer’s Report

Cheryl presented the bank statement. The bank statement 
was accepted.

Buildings and 
Grounds

Bob stated that everything is ok. Cheryl noted that the Library passed its 
fire inspection. Cheryl asked if DPW installed the fire alarm covers, and 
Linda replied that they did.

Bob is working to 
schedule a meeting 
with Matt, Linda, 
and the committee 
regarding what 
DPW will and will 
not work on.
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Policy Report Janine stated that she had no updates.

Personnel 
Committee Report

Cheryl explained what a Computer Instructor does and how Librarians 
are freed up from helping patrons who don’t know how to use a 
computer when the instructor is present. Linda noted that Valeria Yancey 
has been working at South Plainfield Library for the last year (while 
Plainfield’s library has been closed), and Patrons are used to having an 
instructor’s help.

Cheryl stated that 
the Personnel 
Committee 
recommends hiring 
Valeria Yancey as a 
part time Computer 
Instructor (to be 
voted on in New 
Business).

Technology 
Committee Report

Cheryl stated that she had no updates.

Capital Projects 
Committee

Cheryl stated that she had no updates.

Community 
Relations Committee

Cheryl thanked Stephanie for her outstanding work during the visit from 
our sister city in Italy. Bob thanked Linda for her help with the Italian 
visitors. Stephanie thanked Bob for his help in the early morning 
cancelling a large sandwich order (after the visitors opted for dining at 
Angelina’s instead). Bob noted that Hometown Heroes was very 
accommodating when he called to cancel the order. Stephanie and Bob 
shared stories about the visitors and the visit.

Mayor’s Report Matt stated they are planning a trip to Italy in 2029 for the 30th 
anniversary of the signing of the agreement that created the sister city 
relationship.

Schools Rep Report Robert stated that they are working on the Summer Reading program. 
Cheryl asked if they hired School Librarians yet, and Robert replied that 
the schools have two librarians. Cheryl also asked how the Day of Giving 
went and Robert said “fine”

Board President’s 
Report

1. Cheryl shared that she:

• Watched Niche Academy’s Empowering Library Staff workshop 

and found that it was common sense information.

• Attended Chinese Calligraphy class

• Attended Chinese Cuisine class with Miss Kitty

• Attended the Friends of the Library Meeting

• Came in third at Trivia night

• Volunteered at the Kennedy School book fair


2. Cheryl distributed her monthly report on Trustee’s attendance and 
professional development accomplished by each Trustee. 
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Old Business: Shed Cheryl reviewed the options regarding the plans for the new shed.


• Vote to table the matter indefinitely.

• Vote to stop plans for the new shed for the time being.

Public Comments Cheryl called for a motion. Bob motioned to open Public Comment. 
Janine seconded the motion. 


Lisa reviewed what was discussed at the Friends meeting last month.

• By the next meeting, the names of the High School Scholarship 

winners will be known. Publicity for the Graduate Library Studies 
scholarships was to go out soon. The deadline for Graduate Library 
Studies scholarship applications is June 23rd.


• The Friends voted to increase funds for National Night Out (when it 
was discovered the amount was less than what was provided last 
year).


• The Friends voted to provide funds to purchase books for Trunk or 
Treat.


• The Friends nominated people to serve as officers for the Friends 
Group.

• Camille Bonds for Library Friends President

• Joy Czaplinski for Library Friends Vice President

• Annemarie Stoeckel to be Library Friends Treasurer

• Lisa Mahon to be Library Friends Recording Secretary


Ken had no updates when Cheryl asked.

Motion carried 
unanimously.

New Business: 
Approval to Hire Part 
Time Computer 
Instructor

Cheryl called for a motion. Bob motioned to approve Valeria Yancey as 
Part Time Computer Instructor at a rate of $25 per hour. Janine 
seconded the motion. There was no discussion.

Motion carried 
unanimously.

New Business: 
Cancel Plans to 
Install a Shed

Cheryl called for a motion. Stephanie motioned to cancel the plans to 
install a shed. Bob seconded the motion. There was no discussion.

Motion carried 
unanimously.

Public Comments Cheryl called for a motion. Stephanie motioned to close Public 
Comment. Janine seconded the motion. There was no discussion.

Motion carried 
unanimously.

Trustees Remarks Bob thanked Linda, Cheryl and Stephanie for all they did during the visit 
from Italy. Bob told everyone to have a nice summer.


Stephanie noted that she donated cakes and coffee for the Italian 
visitors and she also worked at the Feast. Stephanie warned parents that 
they should take a picture of what their child is wearing at a Feast like 
event to make it easier to search for a child if the child becomes lost. 
Stephanie shared that the lost child who was later found at the Feast 
was wearing an outfit different than what the parent had remembered/
described.
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Trustees Remarks, 
continued

Janine stated that she loved reading about the Family Prime Time 
program and thinks it’s great that the Library is taking advantage of 
grants.


Robert had no updates. 


Matt had no updates.


Cheryl gave kudos to the police who worked the Feast. Cheryl thanked 
the staff who worked at the Family Prime Time program. Cheryl wished 
happy Father’s Day to all the fathers and also to the mothers who made 
them fathers. 


Cheryl mentioned what is on this month’s Diversity Events Calendar:


• Month-long Observances

• Caribbean American Heritage Month 

• LGBTQ Pride Month


• June 5: World Environment Day

• June 8: World Oceans Day

• June 12: US: Loving Day Marks the 1967 US Supreme Court decision 

that struck down bans on interracial marriage.

• June 14: Flag Day 

• June 18: UN: International Day of Countering Hate Speech

• June 19: Juneteenth 

• June 20: World Refugee Day 

• June 21: Father’s Day 

• June 26: International Day Against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking

• June 27: Helen Keller’s Birthday

• June 28: International LGTBQ+ Pride Day

Adjournment Cheryl called for a motion. Stephanie motioned to adjourn. Janine 
seconded the motion.

Motion carried 
unanimously. 
Meeting adjourned 
at 6:45 pm.


