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Topic Discussion Outcome/To Do

Call to Order The meeting was called to order by President Cheryl Nagel-Smiley at 
6:00 pm. President Nagel-Smiley announced that the meeting was held 
in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act and as such, proper 
notice of the meeting was published in the official newspapers, The 
Courier-News and The Home News Tribune, and South Plainfield 
TapInto.

Roll Call Trustees Present: Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, President; Melissa Katsingris, 
Vice President/Secretary; Annemarie Stoeckel, Treasurer; Mayor 
Matthew Anesh; Robert Goman, School Rep; Robert A. Bengivenga 
(Bob); Janine Kupcho; Excused Absent: Carol Christatos; Stephanie 
Wolak

Of Note Cheryl shared that Lisa’s birthday is tomorrow.

Approval of Minutes Cheryl called for a motion. Melissa motioned to accept the minutes from 
the previous meeting. Janine seconded the motion. There was no 
discussion. 

Motion carried 
unanimously with 
Robert abstaining.

Payment of Vouchers Cheryl reviewed the vouchers (checks #16786 - # 16836 totaling 
$63,606.67) and called for a motion. Melissa motioned to accept the 
voucher payments. Annemarie seconded the motion. There was no 
discussion.

Motion carried 
unanimously.

Expense Report 
Review

Cheryl called for a motion. Melissa motioned to accept the report. Janine 
seconded the motion. There was no discussion.

Motion carried 
unanimously.

Cash Receipts 
Report Review

Cheryl called for a motion. Annemarie motioned to accept the report. 
Bob seconded the motion. There was no discussion.

Motion carried 
unanimously.

Statistical Report 
Review

Cheryl called for a motion. Melissa motioned to accept the report. 
Annemarie seconded the motion. There was no discussion.

Motion carried 
unanimously.

Director’s Report Linda reviewed her report. There was no discussion. The report was 
accepted.

Finance and Budget/
Treasurer’s Report

Annemarie presented the bank statement. The bank statement 
was accepted.

Buildings and 
Grounds

Bob noted that a repair was done to a toilet in the Ladies Room.


Linda noted that she reported a swing that needed a repair, and DPW 
performed the repair.

Bob will contact 
Glen to schedule a 
meeting with Matt 
regarding what 
DPW will and will 
not work on.
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Policy Report Janine explained that there is a discrepancy between the information on 
the website and what is in the Quiet Study Room policy regarding the 
minimum age (age 13 on the website, age 12 in the policy). Janine 
reviewed the updated policy recommended by the committee, making 
the minimum age 13 for the Quiet Study Room.

The Committee 
recommended 
updating minimum 
age to be 13 for the 
Quiet Study Room 
(to be voted on in 
New Business).

Personnel 
Committee Report

Cheryl stated that there are no updates. Linda is still evaluating what the 
needs will be since we lost two part time staff.

Technology 
Committee Report

Annemarie stated the committee will meet to review what needs to be 
updated.

Capital Projects 
Committee

Melissa reviewed the shed options. Matt questioned why Mr. Wolff could 
not apply a variance. Matt said he will look into the matter. After further 
discussing the options, Cheryl called for a motion to table the motion 
until the next meeting. Janine motioned to table the shed decision until 
the next meeting. Bob seconded the motion.

Motion carried 
unanimously.

Community 
Relations Committee

Cheryl asked if the visit from Italy is still up in the air, and Bob replied 
that he will have a meeting tomorrow where he will learn more.

Mayor’s Report Matt stated that he had no updates.

Schools Rep Report Robert stated that they are getting the Summer Reading program 
together. Cheryl asked about the Day of Service, and Robert replied that 
they have a lot going on for the Day of Service.

Board President’s 
Report

1. Cheryl distributed her monthly report on Trustee’s attendance and 
professional development accomplished by each Trustee. 


2. Cheryl shared that she:

• Attended Chinese Calligraphy class

• Helped do research about the shed

• Will attend Niche Academy’s Empowering Library Staff workshop

• Attended the Friends of the Library Meeting


3. Cheryl noted that on May 16th, there will be Asian American 
Activities event at the Senior Center


4. Cheryl encourage everyone to look on the website for events. She 
noted an upcoming Chinese Cuisine event.


5. Cheryl noted that the Pool will open on May 30th.

6. Cheryl reminded everyone that there will be two sessions (at the 

Senior Center) regarding the EPA Cleanup behind the Senior Center:

• May 14th at 11:00 AM for Senior Center Members only 

• May 19th 5:00 - 7:00 PM for everyone
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Old Business There was no Old Business to discuss.

Public Comments Cheryl called for a motion. Bob motioned to open Public Comment. 
Janine seconded the motion. 


Lisa reviewed what was discussed at the Friends meeting last month.

• Sadly, Stephanie Bonanno shared that she is moving and will no longer 

be able to be the Library Friends President. Nominations for officers 
will be at the next meeting.


• The Friends voted to contribute funds to National Night Out. 

• The Friends voted to have the Jewelry/Handbag Sale on a date in the 

Fall recommended by the committee.

• Committee members were selected to plan for the Friends walking in 

the Labor Day Parade.

• The Friends voted to contribute funds for a Fresh Flower Arranging 

Workshop. 

• Since the Friends will not meet over the summer, they will vote on 

funds for Trunk or Treat at the next meeting.

• The Friends voted not to have the Family Tea this year as originally 

planned 

Ken shared that the Historical Society will have a table at the New Jersey 
History Day event at East Jersey Olde Town in Piscataway.

Cheryl asked if Ken has seen the Booklet on New Jersey History 
published by the Middlesex County Commissioners. Since Ken has not, 
Cheryl said she will bring it in for him to look at.

Motion carried 
unanimously.

New Business: 
Approval of Updated 
Quiet Study Room 
Policy

Cheryl called for a motion. Annemarie motioned to approve the updated 
Quiet Study Room Policy. Melissa seconded the motion. There was no 
discussion.

Motion carried 
unanimously.

Public Comments Cheryl called for a motion. Janine motioned to close Public Comment. 
Bob seconded the motion. There was no discussion.

Motion carried 
unanimously.

Trustees Remarks Janine said she attended Jess’s presentation on Adults with Autism and 
found it very interesting. She wished Lisa a happy birthday.


Bob wished Lisa a happy birthday. Bob said he hopes everyone had a 
nice Mother’s Day. He said he enjoyed it because he got to cook for 
Moms. Bob invited everyone to stop by the American Legion on 
Memorial Day.


Matt told everyone to keep up the good work.


Annemarie wished Lisa a happy birthday. Annemarie shared that she 
attended three adult programs and they were great. She said she is glad 
we are doing more things for adults.
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Trustees Remarks, 
continued

Melissa wished Lisa a happy birthday. She told everyone to enjoy this 
time of year since we finally have nice Spring weather. She stated that 
she will be absent at the next meeting and will see everyone in July. 


Robert stated that he had no updates.


Cheryl wished Lisa a happy birthday. Cheryl agreed with Annemarie that 
the adult programs are great. She is really enjoying Chinese Calligraphy. 
Cheryl hopes to start a Mahjong class. 


Cheryl mentioned what is on this month’s Diversity Events Calendar:


• Month-long Observances

• Asian Pacific American Heritage Month 

• Haitian Heritage Month

• Jewish American Heritage Month

• Better Hearing and Speech Month 


• May 1: May Day/Labor Day International May Day/ Labor Day

• May 5: Cinco de Mayo (Mexico’s victory over the French) 

• May5: National Day of Awareness for Missing and Murdered 

Indigenous Women and Girls

• May 10: Mother’s Day 

• May 15: International Day of Families 

• May 16 : Veterans: Armed Forces Day

• May 17: International Day Against Homophobia, Transphobia, and 

Biphobia

• May 19: Malcolm X’s Birthday

• May 21: World Day for Cultural Diversity 

• May 21-23: Shavuot Jewish (giving of the Torah at Mount Sinai) 

• May 25: Memorial Day 

• May 26: Buddha’s Birthday

• May 26-27: Eid al-Adha Muslim (festival of the sacrifice)

• May 29: International Day of UN Peacekeepers

Adjournment Cheryl called for a motion. Annemarie motioned to adjourn. Bob 
seconded the motion.

Motion carried 
unanimously. 
Meeting adjourned 
at 6:45 pm.


