 These minutes have not been formally approved and are subject 
to change or modification by the public body at the next meeting.



SOUTH PLAINFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MEETING MINUTES
November 12, 2019



The meeting was called to order by President Cheryl Nagel-Smiley at 6:30 pm.

President Nagel-Smiley announced that the meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act and as such, proper notice of the meeting was published in the official newspapers, The Observer, The Courier-News and The Home News Tribune.

In attendance were:   President Nagel-Smiley and Vice President Gary Jones.  Trustees:  Melissa Katsingris, Frank Lemos, Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop and Stephanie Wolak.  Excused Absence:  Bob Bengivenga.

Also in attendance were:  Eric Aronowitz, Esq., Linda Hansen, Carmela Miller and Ken Morgan.

Prior to the start of the meeting President Nagel-Smiley recognized Veterans since we celebrated Veteran’s Day yesterday, especially Bob Bengivenga and Frank Lemos who serve on the Board. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Led by Gary Jones


MINUTES:

President Nagel-Smiley asked the Board if there were any questions or comments about the regular library meeting minutes of October 8, 2019.

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the regular library meeting minutes of October 8, 2019.

Anne Troop made the motion, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  In Favor: Frank Lemos, Ray Rusnak, Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Vice President Jones and President Nagel-Smiley.  Abstain:  Melissa Katsingris.   

PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS:

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the Payment of Vouchers, check #13346 through #13392 totaling $48,660.69.  

Frank Lemos made the motion to accept the Payment of Vouchers, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  The motion passed unanimously.


MONTHLY REPORTS:


Expense Report:  President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Expense Report.

Annemarie Stoeckel made the motion, seconded by Frank Lemos.  The motion passed unanimously.  

Cash Receipt Report:  President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Cash Receipt Report.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  The motion passed unanimously.



Statistical Report:  President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Statistical Report.

Stephanie Wolak made the motion, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  The motion passed unanimously. 


DIRECTOR’S REPORT:

Ms. Hansen reviewed her Director’s Report in detail.

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Director’s Report.

Melissa Katsingris made the motion, seconded by Anne Troop.  The motion passed unanimously.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  


Finance and Budget:  President Nagel-Smiley asked if there were any questions regarding the Bank Statement report. There were no questions or comments and the Board accepted the Bank Statement.  Melissa Katsingris announced that she will be calling a Budget meeting for next year. 

Buildings and Grounds:  Director Linda Hansen reported on behalf of Bob Bengivenga.
            •   We had the annual fire alarm inspection and everything went well.
            •   Peace Poles were given to us from the local Girl Scouts and they would like them installed on Library Grounds.
            •   Wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving.

Policy:  Vice President Jones/Anne Troop have nothing to report at this time.
 
Personnel:  President Nagel-Smiley stated that the committee met last Wednesday and the Director informed us that all evaluations were acceptable. The Personnel Committee evaluated the Director which was an excellent performance.

Technology:  Annemarie Stoeckel has nothing to report at this time.

Capital:  Ray Rusnak reported the following:
            •   pretty much accomplished all the things we wanted to get done this year and we are $59,414.67 under budget.
            •   We will be meeting in November to start planning for 2020.  

Community Relations:  Stephanie Wolak reported the following:
            •   In the Spring we will work on the Brick Cocktail Party

Mayor’s Alternate:  Ray Rusnak has nothing to report from the Mayor.  

Liaison to the Friends:  President Nagel-Smiley reported the following:
            •   Approved $500.00 to go to the Fall Festival.
            •   Discussed ideas for fundraising.
            •   The next meeting is November 21, 2019. 

Liaison to the Schools:  Annemarie Stoeckel had nothing to report at this time.



Board President’s Report:  President Nagel-Smiley reported the following:  

· President Nagel-Smiley read a newspaper article that discussed a library event and director in an unfavorable manner. President Nagel-Smiley encouraged all trustees to refute any disparaging remarks and to check with the library director if they are unsure. Discussion followed. 

· Handout was given to the Trustees explaining the different roles of trustees/staff/director. 


•  Letters were sent to re-apply for the Board of Trustees whose terms are finished this year.  If you do not receive one by the beginning of December, please go to the Clerk’s office and pick one up. Terms that are up this year: Frank Lemos, Vice President Jones, President Nagel-Smiley and Mayor’s Rep Ray Rusnak. If you want to be re-appointed you must fill it out and return it to the Municipal Clerk.
            •  We will be having our Holiday Party 5:30 pm before the next meeting which is December 10, 2019.

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to move into Executive Session.

Stephanie Wolak made the motion seconded by Anne Troop.  In Favor:  Melissa Katsingris, Frank Lemos, Ray Rusnak, Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, Vice President Jones and President Nagel-Smiley.


OLD BUSINESS:  There were no items under Old Business this evening.


PUBLIC COMMENT:   

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to open the meeting up to the public.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Stephanie Wolak.  The motion passed unanimously.

There were no comments from the public.


NEW BUSINESS:  


1. Approval for Salary Increases for 2020.

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the salary increases for 2020 at 2.5% for staff and minimum wage of $11.00 an hour for Eddie Lin.

Melissa Katsingris made the motion, seconded by Ray Rusnak.  In Favor:  Melissa Katsingris, Frank Lemos, Ray Rusnak, Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, Vice President Jones and President Nagel-Smiley.

2. Approval to Place three (3) “Peace Poles” on Library Grounds (given to us by the 
 Girl Scouts).

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the placement of three (3) “Peace Poles” on Library Grounds that were given to us by the Girl Scouts.

President Nagel-Smiley made the motion, seconded by Stephanie Wolak. Discussion followed.   Roll Call Vote:  Melissa Katsingris - no, Frank Lemos - no, Ray Rusnak - no, Annemarie Stoeckel - no, Anne Troop - no, Stephanie Wolak - no, Vice President Jones – no and President Nagel-Smiley - no. Motion failed. 

The Director will ask the Borough to have the poles erected in Willow Park (located behind the library), which is a more appropriate placement.

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to close the public portion of the meeting.

Stephanie Wolak made the motion, seconded by Ray Rusnak.  The motion passed unanimously


TRUSTEE REMAR KS:

Ray Rusnak:  Happy Thanksgiving.
Frank Lemos:    Happy Thanksgiving.
Gary Jones:  Happy Thanksgiving.
Melissa Katsingris:  Happy Thanksgiving.  I’m happy to be back.
Anne Troop:  I hope everyone watches the fall pansies that bloom in the winter. Happy Thanksgiving.
Stephanie Wolak:  I’m looking forward to the holiday event.
Annemarie Stoeckel:  I hope everyone has a peaceful and restful holiday season.  Try to slow down a little and enjoy it with family.
Cheryl Nagel-Smiley:  I’d like to reflect on where we were in January and where we are now.   We have done so much. Next meeting will be on December 10. 2019 at 5:30 p.m. for holiday celebration prior to meeting at 6:30 p.m. Happy Thanksgiving.


ADJOURNMENT: 

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to adjourn the Library Board Meeting at 7:14 pm.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Ray Rusnak.  The motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted, 



Carmela A. Miller
Library Board Secretary
