These minutes have not been formally approved and are subject 
to change or modification by the public body at the next meeting.


SOUTH PLAINFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MEETING MINUTES
August 9, 2016


The meeting was called to order by President Darlene Cullen at 6:30 pm.

President Cullen announced that the meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act and as such, proper notice of the meeting was published in the official newspapers, The Observer, The Courier-News and The Home News Tribune.

In attendance were:   President Darlene Cullen, Vice President Christine Faustini, Treasurer Melissa Katsingris.  Trustees:   Robert Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Mayor’s Alternate Cheryl Nagel-Smiley and Superintendent’s alternate Annemarie Stoeckel.  
Excused:  Stephanie Wolak.

Also in attendance were:  Eric Aronowitz, Glenn Cullen, Libby Barsky (6:51 pm), Tom Laskowski (7:05 pm), and Carmela Sutor.  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Led by Melissa Katsingris.
 
MINUTES:

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the Public meeting minutes of 
July 12, 2016.

Gary Jones made the motion, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  In Favor:  Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini, and President Cullen.  Abstain:  Bob Bengivenga.

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the Executive Session minutes of 
July 12, 2016.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Cheryl Nagel-Smiley.  In Favor:  Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini, and President Cullen.  Abstain:  Bob Bengivenga.
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PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS:

President Cullen called for a motion to approve the payment of vouchers, check #11770 through #11807, totaling $38,462.11.

Annemarie Stoeckel made the motion, seconded by Frank Lemos.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.

MONTHLY REPORTS:


Expense Report:  President Cullen called for a motion to accept the expense report.  

Cheryl Nagel-Smiley made the motion, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  The motion passed unanimously.


Cash Receipt Report:  President Cullen called for a motion to accept the cash receipt report.  

Gary Jones made the motion, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
Statistical Report:  President Cullen called for a motion to accept the statistical report.  

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  The motion passed unanimously.  

DIRECTOR’S REPORT:

Ms. Hansen reviewed her Director’s report in detail.

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the director’s report.

Cheryl Nagel-Smiley made the motion, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:


Finance and Budget:  Melissa Katsingris reviewed the Bank Statement report in detail.

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the financial report.
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Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.


  
Policy:  Gary Jones let everyone know that there are other policies that are going to be looked at.

Personnel:  Vice President Christine stated that she has seen the new staff working and feels everything is going fantastically and everyone is doing a wonderful job.  

Building & Grounds:  Bob Bengivenga has nothing to report at this time.

Technology:  Annemarie Stoeckel stated that the technology committee will be meeting to discuss some computers that are out of warranty or close to being out of warranty and also looking into a new laptop for the library.

Community Relations:  Cheryl Nagel-Smiley has nothing at this time.

Mayor’s Report:  Cheryl Nagel-Smiley stated that after the last meeting she sent a summary to the Mayor and included the pros and cons for a sprinkler system.  He feels that we should get a quote for both the Library and the Municipal Building.  The Council will get the quotes for the sprinkler system.

Capital Campaign:  Vice President Faustini stated that in the fall they are going to start the brick program.  We were planning on beginning when we do The Friends of the Library Book Fair.  The bricks are going to go on the path that wasn’t done yet and between the sidewalk and the curb.  

Friends of the Library:  Frank Lemos deferred the report to Cheryl.  Cheryl stated that they are gathering materials for a basket that we are going to take chances on at the same time as the book sale.

Liaison to the Schools:  Annemarie Stoeckel has nothing to report at this time.

Board President:  President Cullen thanked everyone who came out and helped with National Night Out.  It was great partnering with the Borough and the Police Department.  Thank you to all the Board members who worked and supported it and did all the running to keep the tables going.

OLD BUSINESS:  President Cullen stated there is no old business at this time.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  

President Cullen called for a motion to open the meeting up to the public.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Gary Jones.  The motion passed the unanimously.
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Libby Barsky asked if there has been any progress on the projection screen.  Linda responded that the screen will be replaced.

NEW BUSINESS:

1.  Approval to purchase book display for adult room:

President Cullen called for a motion to approve the purchase of a book display in an amount not to exceed $3,700.00, based on how it is constructed (if it is constructed of wood and not particle board).

Vice President Faustini made the motion, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.  Opposed:  Frank Lemos

2.  Approval for the board secretary raise:

President Cullen called for a motion to approve the raise for the board secretary from $100.00 per meeting to $125.00 per meeting.

Bob Bengivenga made the motion, seconded by Cheryl Nagel-Smiley.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.  


President Cullen stated that the audit was distributed and asked the Board to please review it and if there are any comments or questions, please direct them to Linda before the next meeting so she can get the answers.


President Cullen called for a motion to close the Public portion of the meeting.

Cheryl Nagel-Smiley made the motion, seconded by Gary Jones.  The motion passed unanimously.
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TRUSTEE REMARKS:

Bob Bengivenga:  Hope everyone is having a nice summer.
Cheryl Nagel-Smiley:  I agree with everyone about National Night Out.  It was very crowded, well attended and that made me very happy.  Hope everyone is enjoying their summer.
Melissa Katsingris:  National Night Out was a great event.  It was good to part of it.  Summer is going by way to fast, everyone enjoy the rest of it and see you in September.
Frank Lemos:  Enjoy the rest of the summer and enjoy the Labor Day Parade and Fire Works.
Gary Jones:   Summer is going very fast.  I wish everyone a happy and safe holiday.
Annemarie Stoeckel:  Enjoy what’s left of the summer and happy holiday and happy start to the school year.
Vice President Christine Faustini:  National Night Out was fabulous. It was run very well. I am happy to see the library being so busy this summer with all the different programs going on.  I am looking forward to fall.  
President Darlene Cullen:  Ditto to all the comments for National Night Out.  I hope we can do more partnering in the future.  It worked out well for us, the Library as well as the Borough and residents’.  I did receive an invitation from the BOE to attend an informal informational meeting about a proposed fallen referendum, to represent the library.  I will be attend even though the library has nothing to do with the BOE, but I will attend and will report back if there is anything I need to report back.  Everybody enjoy your summer and I will see you in September.

ADJOURNMENT: 

President Cullen called for a motion to adjourn the Library Board Meeting at 7:15 pm.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  The motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted, 



Carmela A. Sutor
Library Board Secretary

