These minutes have not been formally approved and are subject 
to change or modification by the public body at the next meeting.


SOUTH PLAINFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MEETING MINUTES
 January 13, 2015


The meeting was called to order by Eric Aronowitz at 7 pm since the term of our president ended on December 31, 2014.

Mr. Aronowitz announced that notice to this meeting pursuant to the Open Public Meeting Act NJSA 10:4-10 has been complied with and shall be entered into the minutes of the meeting.    

In attendance were:  Eric Aronowitz, Bob Bengivenga, Darlene Cullen, Christine Faustini, Gary Jones, Melissa Katsingris, Frank Lemos, Stephanie Wolak, and Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel.  Absent:  Mayor’s Liaison Cheryl Nagel-Smiley.


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Lead by our past trustee Stephanie Bonanno.


ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR 2015:

Mr. Aronowitz announced that since this is the first meeting of order of the board, it is the re-organization meeting and it is appropriate to elect the officers for 2015.

President:

Mr. Aronowitz opened the floor for nominations for the office of President of the Library Board of Trustees.

Christine Faustini nominated Darlene Cullen for President of the Library Board of Trustees, seconded by Stephanie Wolak.  

Mr. Aronowitz asked if there were any other nominations.  Frank Lemos nominated Christine Faustini.  Ms. Faustini declined this nomination.  Mr. Aronowitz asked if there were any other nominations for the office of President.  Hearing no other nominations, nominations were closed.   

Christine Faustini nominated Darlene Cullen for President of the Library Board of Trustees, seconded by Stephanie Wolak.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Christine Faustini, Gary Jones, Melissa Katsingris, Frank Lemos, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, and Darlene Cullen.  Opposed:  None.

Mr. Aronowitz congratulated Darlene.  The meeting was then turned over to President Cullen. 
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Vice President:

President Cullen opened the floor for nominations for Vice President.

Melissa Katsingris nominated Christine Faustini for Vice President, seconded by Stephanie Wolak.  

President Cullen asked if there were any other nominations.  There were none.

Melissa Katsingris nominated Christine Faustini for Vice President, seconded by Stephanie Wolak.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Melissa Katsingris, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Christine Faustini, and President Cullen.  Opposed:  None.

Treasurer:

President Cullen opened the floor for nominations for Treasurer.

President Cullen nominated Melissa Katsingris for Treasurer, seconded by Vice President Faustini.

President Cullen asked if there were any other nominations.  There were none.

President Cullen nominated Melissa Katsingris for Treasurer, seconded by Vice President Faustini.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini, and President Cullen.  Opposed:  None.

President Cullen stated that for the Committee appointments we are going to do the same thing as last year.  Any committees that you are interested in please either call or e-mail Vice President Faustini or President Cullen and they will have everything set for the February meeting; or you can speak them after the meeting.


MINUTES:

President Cullen asked if there were any questions or comments from the Board.  Vice President Faustini had a correction on page 11 under President Cullen’s comments Cheryl should be changed to Ken.

President Cullen asked if there were any other revisions.  There were none.
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President Cullen called for a motion to accept the Public meeting minutes of 
December 9, 2014 with the correction on page 11 under President Cullen’s comments Cheryl should be changed to Ken.

Frank Lemos made the motion to accept the Public meeting minutes of December 9, 2014 with the correction to page 11 under President Cullen’s comments Cheryl should be changed to Ken, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  In Favor:  Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.  
Abstain:  Bob Bengivenga.  Opposed:  None.


PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS:

Check #11068 through #11106, totaling $39,453.56 have been certified as correct by Linda and were reviewed by Gary Jones, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini, and President Cullen prior to the Board meeting.

President Cullen asked if there were any questions or comments from the Board.  There were none.

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the payment of vouchers.

Bob Bengivenga made the motion to accept the payment of vouchers, seconded by Frank Lemos.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.  Opposed:  None.


MONTHLY REPORTS:


Expense Report:  President Cullen asked if there were any questions or comments from the Board on the expense report.  

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the expense report.

Melissa Katsingris made the motion to accept the expense report, seconded by Frank Lemos.  
In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.  Opposed:  None.
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Cash Receipt Report:  President Cullen asked if there were any questions or comments from the Board on the cash receipt report.  

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the cash receipt report.

Frank Lemos made the motion to accept the cash receipt report, seconded by Gary Jones.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.  Opposed:  None.


Statistical Report:  President Cullen asked if there were any questions or comments from the Board on the statistical report.  

Ms. Hansen stated that this month the data base use was added which is on the second page; there are two at the bottom that she is still working with the vendor from getting numbers on but is thinking we can do this quarterly or every six months just to keep an eye on how things are going.  If you look at the ELIBRARYNJ this seems to be our most popular.  This is downloadable audio books/e-books, things like that.  Vice President Faustini stated that she feels this is very informative especially when you are signing the checks and you see how much these databases are costing us, it is nice to see.  Ms. Hansen stated that ELIBRARYNJ tripled this year.  Vice President Faustini agrees quarterly would be good.  President Cullen asked if when somebody downloads it goes to their computer.  Ms. Hansen responded it goes wherever you download it to, your computer, phone, tablet, etc.; most have apps that you can do it all on the phone.  Vice President Faustini pointed out that Ancestry research has a high usage.  Ms. Hansen responded that surprised her as well.  Vice President Faustini also stated that considering that we are in construction and that it is freezing cold, it is pretty good.  Ms. Hansen stated that she was surprised by the languages, Turkish was the third top language that people are accessing; number 1 was Italian, number 2 was Spanish and Turkish was number 3.  President Cullen added on the back of the page are the data bases.  Ms. Hansen explained that this was a short description of each database and what is available.

President Cullen asked if there were any other questions or comments.  There were none.

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the statistical report.

Bob Bengivenga made the motion to accept the statistical report, seconded by Frank Lemos.  
In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.  Opposed:  None.
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT:

Ms. Hansen stated that things have been pretty quiet with the holidays and the cold weather.  We put up our sign so we will see.  We are still getting back into the swing of things slowly.  We do have a local author Tom Berry coming on Saturday to present his latest book.  It is “Crosshairs”, a novel of World War II and next week we have a representative coming from the Soshima Zen Center which is in Plainfield, they will be running a “Zen Meditation Workshop.”  If you are looking to find serenity, maybe you want to join us.  Next week also Mr. Ray will be here.  This is the first time he will be at our library but we have had several parents recommend him and said that he puts on a really good show.  

Ms. Hansen stated that there was one suggestion in the box this month.  A woman is looking to add the Dr. Oz magazine.  We are in the process in doing the renewals and additions right now and does not see this being a problem.  Dr. Oz is a popular author and will give it a try and see what happens.

Ms. Hansen further stated that we received two nice thank you letters this month.  One from the Rescue Mission of Trenton because we hosted a clothing drive for them and one from Marge Ackerman at Social Services for the board’s annual donation.

Ms. Hansen informed the board that the staff is going to try something new with the Children’s DVD collection.  Right now there is a plastic security case on them.  These cases are pretty expensive; it is $5.00 a case and they take up a lot of room on the shelves.  We are going to try to uncase the kids’ collection and see what happens; people can steal them, damage them, etc. and   when she first started working here we kept the videocassettes locked in the glass cabinet and you would have to go and take them out and over time they became less expensive and they were not so enticing to steal.  We are going to do an experiment with the kids’ collection.  We have uncased all of them except for the Disney’s because some of them go on moratorium and if they are gone you cannot replace them.  We are not going to do the games anytime soon and the adult stuff we will wait and see.  We just finished a full inventory of the entire collection, so we are confident that everything sitting on the shelves are accounted for, so if we go back in 3 to 4 months and do another inventory to see where we are at that will give us a little more information whether we want to move ahead and get rid of the cases for the Adult 7-day materials or not.  We will see how this works out.  President Cullen asked when you say uncased, are they in a sleeve?  Ms. Hansen replied that they are in the actual DVD case but over the DVD case there is this plastic security that locks and added if someone was looking to steal it and take it home, they probably could.  President Cullen asked Ms. Hansen to explain what she found out today about the library being closed this Friday.  Ms. Hansen explained that the Library will be closed this Friday.  They had biweekly meeting with the contractor.  They will be moving very heavy steel beams over the building and as a safety precaution nobody can be in the 
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building at that time and they do not expect it to go past Friday.  We are giving out notice that we are going to be closed on Friday.  Saturday is the book signing and they did not think that there would be a problem with that.  Frank Lemos asked if the book signing was at the Senior Center.  Ms. Hansen responded that the book signing is here at the library.

President Cullen asked if there were any questions for Linda.

Mr. Bengivenga asked February 11th, don’t we have something planned with a writer and is at the Senior Center.  Ms. Hansen responded that she thinks Danielle was still waiting for him to get back to her because he was supposed to send a description and an invoice and believes the room is reserved but if you could give her a call or e-mail her she will iron out the details but believes this will be at the Senior Center too.

President Cullen asked if there were any other questions for Linda.  There were none.

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the director’s report.

Stephanie Wolak made the motion to accept the director’s report, seconded by Frank Lemos.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.  Opposed:  None.


COMMITTEE REPORTS:


Finance and Budget:  Melissa Katsingris reviewed the Bank Statement report in detail.  President Cullen asked if there were any questions or comments from the Board.  There were none.

President Cullen asked which account had the problem.  Ms. Hansen responded that this was the Plant Fund.  We were writing too many checks out of the account so we had it switched to a checking account.  President Cullen stated it was not a bank issue it is a Federal regulation that you can only write or do so many transfers in that type of account and we were earning between $10 and $13 interest each month so it was just transferred over to a regular checking account so they could use the same checks and same account number therefore we will not be earning any interest on that account going forward starting January.  

President Cullen asked if there were any questions.  There were none.
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President Cullen called for a motion to accept the financial report.

Stephanie Wolak made the motion to accept the financial report, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.  Opposed:  None.


Policy:  Gary Jones stated that on occasion he checks with Linda and there is nothing to report.


Personnel:  Vice President Christine has nothing to report at this time.


Building & Grounds:  Bob Bengivenga has nothing to report at this time. 


Technology:  Annemarie Stoeckel has nothing to report this month.
 

Community Relations:  President Cullen has nothing to report at this time.


Long Range Planning:  President Cullen has nothing to report at this time.


Mayor’s Report:  President Cullen stated there is nothing to report in Cheryl’s absence.


Liaison to the Schools:  Annemarie Stoeckel has nothing to report at this time.


Board President:  President Cullen welcomed Frank Lemos.  He is a full-fledged Trustee.  Welcome to the Board.  President Cullen also welcomed Cheryl Nagel-Smiley and read an e-mail which was sent to Linda, the Mayor and President Cullen that she is delighted to be on the Library Board especially at this time when the dream of the new expanded library will be taking place, unfortunately she will not be able to attend the January meeting, she will be out of the country.  As a previous Board member, she has chaired the Policy and Personnel Committees; she has also served on Finance.  She is happy to serve on any Committee.  She is a life member of The Friends of the Library.  She is interested in serving as the liaison.  She will do in whatever capacity that we feel that she can do.  While she knows there is no proxy voting, she pleased to work with any of the Officers elected.  I hope the present Officers will continue in their roles.  As an observer for the last few years, the Officers have done an outstanding job in their positions.  Finally, Mayor Anesh I want to thank you personally for selecting me to represent you but more importantly you and the Council found a workable solution for getting the library expanded.  You did not give up and for that the residents of South Plainfield and the patrons of the library should be most grateful.  We welcome her to the Board and she will be at the next meeting representing the Mayor.
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Friends of the Library:  Vice President Faustini stated that they discussed the calendars which they just lowered the price to $6.00.  They discussed food fundraisers going forward but does not have the exact dates for anything but will refer to the minutes next month.  They are looking at selling membership cards and matching gifts online, they were talking about starting the PAY PAL thing online.  Vice President Faustini asked Stephanie Bonanno, who was in the public attendance to explain in more detail.  Ms. Bonanno explained that what they want to do is have whoever joins have membership cards that have different businesses on it and who want to participate and they will get a discount with that business if they do business with them.  As far as the food fundraiser, I think Chrissy had to get dates.  Ms. Hansen added that she is waiting for confirmation.  Vice President Faustini stated that there will be fundraisers coming they will help with the Dr. Seuss celebration.  They are still doing the museum pass program and they elected Stephanie Bonanno as the Secretary.  They reviewed the bylaws and constitution; went through it and made changes and adjustments and that will be voted on next month at the Friends meeting.  Ms. Bonanno was thinking of a vendor’s thing for example a book sale vendor day for whoever wants to get rid of books, but they are going to wait to see with the construction and how things will go if that is still feasible.  President Cullen asked if they mentioned that the latest member that is sworn in the board has to get dressed up for the Dr. Seuss thing.  President Cullen thanked everyone for their reports.  

Mr. Lemos asked if they discussed how the chocolate tree made out.  Vice President Faustini responded that they discussed the chocolate tree.  It was very well received and they are going to try to work with the person who made the chocolate trees and do something for possibly Easter and Valentine’s Day and from what she understands the woman is doing this for the library, not taking a profit.  She really wants to see the library do well with this.  Everyone said wonderful things about them.  President Cullen asked that someone bring back to the next Friends meeting she was contacted by Jill Ryan, who is one of the coordinators of Christmas in July and she wanted to know if the library or the Friends really were interested for whatever money raised for something that she is doing during Christmas in July, she could donate the money towards shelving or furniture, etc.  I don’t think we will deny it, please bring it back to the Friends and let everyone know.


OLD BUSINESS:  President Cullen stated there is no old business at this time.
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PUBLIC COMMENT:  

President Cullen called for a motion to open the meeting up to the Public.

Gary Jones made the motion to open the Public portion of the meeting, seconded by Frank Lemos.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.  Opposed:  None.

President Cullen asked if there were any questions or comments from the 
public.  

Glenn Cullen said congratulations.

President Cullen stated that the public portion will remain open for the New Business discussion.


NEW BUSINESS:

1.  Approval of 2015 Board Meeting Schedule:

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the 2015 Board Meeting Schedule.

President Cullen asked if there were any comments or questions.

Mr. Bengivenga stated that on this day there are so many things going on and knows he says this every year, right now there is a meeting across the way and there are other organizations in town that have their meetings on the same day but that what makes it so difficult and wishes we could have a some kind of a calendar so everybody could have a chance to go to different items.  Right now we are here but we cannot be across the street and that is a shame because if you did have something on your agenda to go there you are going to miss out.  It is the same for those people not being able to come here.   

President Cullen asked if there were any other comments.  There were none.
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Annemarie Stoeckel made the motion to approve the 2015 Board Meeting Schedule, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.  Opposed:  None.

2.  Approval of 2015 holidays:

President Cullen asked if there were any comments or questions.

Vice President Faustini asked if this was the same as last year.  Ms. Hansen responded that pretty much, just copied and changed the dates.

Vice President Faustini asked if the employees were happy with this.  Ms. Hansen responded yes, I have not heard any complaints.  Vice President Faustini stated that she asked this because of the two Holiday’s highlighted.  Ms. Hansen responded that is just because we are not actually closing, it is Thanksgiving Eve and New Year’s Eve.  Usually instead of being open 10am to 9pm, we are open 10am to 6pm and on New Year’s Eve instead of being open 10am to 1pm, we are open 9am to 12:30pm, so it is just altering the hours of operation rather than closing.  

Frank Lemos asked what the Employee Birthday holiday was.  Ms. Hansen responded that it was a floating date that the employee has the right to take off for their birthday as a personal holiday.  They get their Birthday’s off.  Mr. Lemos asked if that was their right.  Ms. Hansen responded that it was what the board has always voted on.  Mr. Lemos responded ok.

President Cullen asked if there were any other comments or questions. 

Mr. Jones commented that Easter is early this year.

President Cullen called for a motion to approve the 2015 holidays.

Bob Bengivenga made the motion to approve the 2015 holidays, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.  Opposed:  None.
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3.  Approval of 2015 Sunday schedule:

President Cullen asked Ms. Hansen to explain this proposed schedule.  Ms. Hansen explained that anything circled in red is what we are proposing to not be open.  At this point the past few years we have always played draw in August and feels it is probably not worth it to stay open.  The bulk of our Sunday traffic is kids doing last minute homework assignments; during the summer the weekend slows down anyway.  Anything in red is what we are proposing to be closed.  President Cullen asked if anything changed since last year.  Ms. Hansen responded that if anything we voted to wait until the June meeting to vote on July and August but since we have closed for the past however many summers she feels safe to vote on it now.

President Cullen asked if there were any comments or questions.  There were none.

President Cullen called for a motion to approve the 2015 Sunday schedule.

Bob Bengivenga made the motion to approve the 2015 Sunday schedule, seconded by Frank Lemos.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.  Opposed:  None.

4.  Approval of library Lawyer:

President Cullen stated that 2 bids were received.  One from our present lawyer, Eric and his rate was the same at $100.00 per hour and then the second one was from Eric Bernstein & Associates at $125.00 per hour.  Both packets were reviewed and properly bid on.  

President Cullen asked if there were any questions or comments.  There were none.

President Cullen called for a motion to retain Eric Aronowitz as the library attorney with an hourly fee of $100.00.

Bob Bengivenga made the motion to approve Eric Aronowitz as the library attorney with an hourly fee of $100.00, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.  Opposed:  None.
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5.  Approval of accountant:

President Cullen stated that last year we had Suplee Clooney & Company as our accountants.  They were the only ones who bid this year at $2,400.00, last year they were at $2,350.00.  

President Cullen asked if there were any comments or questions.  There were none.

President Cullen called for a motion to retain Suplee Clooney & Company to provide accounting services with a fee not to exceed $2,400.00.

Bob Bengivenga made the motion to approve Suplee Clooney & Company to provide accounting services with a fee not to exceed $2,400.00, seconded by Stephanie Wolak.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.  Opposed:  None.

6.  Approval of computer consultant:

President Cullen stated that the only bid on this was Majestic Enterprises.  He kept it at the current rate of $90.00 the first hour and $80.00 for each additional hour.

President Cullen asked if there were any comments or questions.  There were none.

President Cullen called for a motion to retain Majestic Enterprises to provide computer consulting services $90.00 for the first hour and $80.00 for each additional hour.

Bob Bengivenga made the motion to approve Majestic Enterprises to provide computer consulting services at hourly rates of $90.00 for the first hour and $80.00 for each additional hour, seconded by Gary Jones.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.  Opposed:  None.
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7.  Approval of website content manager:

President Cullen stated that there were two bids on this.  One was the person we use currently, Joan Delman at $40.00 per hour which is her current rate that she has been charging and the second one is Market Me Printing and Creative Design at $85.00 per hour during Monday to Friday 10am to 6pm and $127.50 per hour done for work outside of normal business hours.

President Cullen asked if there were any comments or questions.  There were none.

President Cullen called for a motion to retain Joan Delman as website manager at an hourly rate of $40.00.

Stephanie Wolak made the motion to approve Joan Delman as website manager at an hourly rate of $40.00, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.  Opposed:  None.

8.  Approval of library director to purchase materials:

President Cullen called for a motion to authorize the library director to purchase materials required by the South Plainfield Library.

President Cullen asked if there were any comments or questions.  There were none.

Gary Jones made the motion to authorize the library director to purchase materials required by the South Plainfield Library, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.  Opposed:  None.
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9.  Designation of the library’s official newspapers:

President Cullen called for a motion to designate The Observer, The Courier News and The Home News Tribune as official newspapers for the South Plainfield Public Library.

President Cullen asked if there were any comments or questions.  There were none.

Frank Lemos made the motion to designate The Observer, The Courier News and The Home News Tribune as the official newspapers for the South Plainfield Public Library, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.  Opposed:  None.

10.  Approval of transfer of funds from operating to capital:

President Cullen stated that this is something that we do every year, we need to maintain approximately 20% of our budget on hand to operate and then this transfer allows us to do that and put money aside for the addition.  The transfer we are looking at is $200,000.00 from the Operating Budget to Capital.

President Cullen asked if there were any comments or questions.  There were none.

President Cullen called for a motion to authorize the transfer of $200,000 from the Operating Budget to Capital.

Annemarie Stoeckel made the motion to authorize the transfer of $200,000 from the Operating Budget to Capital, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.  Opposed:  None.
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11.  Approval of Library Interiors Shelving:

President Cullen asked Ms. Hansen to review this.  Ms. Hansen stated that there were three Companies that responded.  Library Interiors, American Interfile and WB Mason and we closed the bid on December 30, 2014.  Eric looked them over and Library Interiors came in the lowest.  Mr. Aronowitz added that the lowest bid was $104,208.15, the second low bid was $108,732.45 and WB Mason had the highest bid at $135,900.00.

President Cullen asked if there were any comments or questions.

Stephanie Wolak asked if they were all offering the same exact thing but at different prices.  President Cullen responded yes they are all bidding on the same packet.  Ms. Hansen added this is shelving for the entire library, kids and adult.  Mr. Lemos asked if they also did the installation for this.  Ms. Hansen responded yes.  Mr. Cullen asked if this was just for the new addition or the whole building.  Ms. Hansen responded that this is for the whole building.

President Cullen asked if there were any other comments or questions.  There were none.

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the approval of Library Interiors for shelving for a fee not to exceed $104,208.15.

Vice President Faustini made the motion to accept the approval of Library Interiors for shelving for a fee not to exceed $104,208.15, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.  Opposed:  None.

12.  Approval of CO1/Payment 6 Structural ($90,226.83):

President Cullen stated that this is latest payment to Structural in the amount of $90,226.83.  President Cullen added that this has been certified by Andy.

Vice President Faustini asked if this was adjusted today.  Ms. Hansen responded yes, actually it was the second adjustment; it has been through a couple reviews.

President Cullen asked if there were any questions or comments.  
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Bob Bengivenga asked are there other things that they have been paid for that they are going to correct or need to correct.  He knows we have the problem before with the sewer pipe and that kind of stuff.  President Cullen responded that the flag poles they have to be corrected.  Mr. Bengivenga asked if we have an idea how far the flag poles are going to be.  President Cullen asked Glenn Cullen to address this as he attended the meeting.  Mr. Cullen stated that they are coming up with a different design.  They are going to have them spread out by about 14’.  Mr. Bengivenga stated that he feels at least 15’, if you have 40’ total for that it should work.  Mr. Cullen added that they are going to be in a triangle and be separated by 14’.  President Cullen added the American Flag would be prominent first and they could not take them down because it ruins the warranty.  Mr. Cullen stated that they are saying they cannot take them down they are afraid they will damage the poles and we have not had the weather for them to put down the new footings and that is what is delaying it.

President Cullen asked if there were any other comments or questions.  There were none.

President Cullen called for a motion to approve payment to Structural in the amount of $90,226.83.

Gary Jones made the motion to approve payment to Structural in the amount of $90,226.83, seconded by Frank Lemos.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.  Opposed:  None.

13.  Approval for the Closing of Library on Friday, January 16, 2015:

President Cullen reminded the board that Ms. Hansen explained this in her report earlier in the meeting.

President Cullen asked if there were any comments or questions.  There were none.

President Cullen called for a motion for the closing of the Library on Friday January 16, 2015.
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Frank Lemos made the motion to approve the closing of the Library on Friday January 16, 2015, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.  Opposed:  None.

President Cullen asked if there were any questions or comments from the public before the public portion of the meeting is closed.  

President Cullen called for a motion to close the Public portion of the meeting.

Frank Lemos made the motion to close the Public portion of the meeting, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.  Opposed:  None.


TRUSTEE REMARKS:

Bob Bengivenga:  Happy New Year everyone and Gary I am glad to see you still sitting here and Stephanie (Bonanno) sorry to see you leave.
Melissa Katsingris:  Happy New Year to everybody.  Thank you for voting for me for my pristine position again.  I again look forward to this, it is going to be a very exciting year to watch it all happen and unfold.  I look forward to it.
Stephanie Wolak:  Looking forward to the new year; it’s very exciting everything is moving through and I am looking forward to working with everybody.
Vice President Christine Faustini:  Thank you to everyone.  I am looking forward to being here another year with the same responsibility, it has been really terrific and thank you Darlene for sure for accepting the greater responsibility.  We really need her this year so I appreciate that and I also want to point out at the meeting next year, this meeting we should be in the new building.
Eric Aronowitz:   I want to thank you all for the confidence of showing me I have really had a lot of fun the last 2 years that I haven’t been President, I expect the fun to continue in 2015.
Frank Lemos:  Happy New Year and this time of the year I am going to say I can’t wait until St. Valentine’s Day because that is on the 14th and that means half the month is shot by that time and we are hitting into spring.
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Gary Jones:  I want to thank the Mayor for reappointing me and the people that have supported my reappointment and I want to wish everybody a happy and successful New Year.
Annemarie Stoeckel:  Happy New Year to everybody and congratulations to the Officers and Frank.  Thank you Stephanie (Bonanno) for your time, it was a pleasure working with you and I wish you the best and look forward to working with everybody again.
Linda Hansen:  Happy New Year.  Congratulations (Frank) I don’t know if you will be feeling that way in a couple months but we will see.  Goodbye to Stephanie (Bonanno) we will miss you.
Carmela Sutor:  no comment
President Darlene Cullen:  Thank you everyone for the nomination and the vote of putting me in this position again.  Thank you to everyone else here.  I look forward to working with everyone and to echo Christine’s comments this time next year we are going to be sitting in our new library.  Frank again, welcome.  Stephanie thank you for everything thank you for keeping your word that you are attending the meetings and keep up your great job at the Friends of the Library.  Happy New Year to everyone and see you next month.


ADJOURNMENT: 

President Cullen called for a motion to adjourn the Library Board Meeting at 7:45 pm.

Frank Lemos made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:45 pm, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.   
In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.  Opposed:  None.



Respectfully submitted, 

Carmela A. Sutor
Library Board Secretary
